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1 Corinthians 15:1-5 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-5 

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 

and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.”  

 

Sermon Outline 

 

The Gospel: 

I. Jesus died (1 Corinthians 15:3) 

II. Jesus lives (1 Corinthians 15:4) 

 

What to do with the Gospel: 

1. Proclaim it 

2. Defend it 

3. Hold onto it 

4. Believe it 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What did you learn today from the Scripture passage that you didn’t know before? What is something that 

hit you in a fresh way? 

 

 

2. What “secondary” things are you most tempted to make primary? What is the danger of making secondary 

things primary? 

 

 

3. 1 Corinthians 15 makes the claim that the Gospel is of “first importance”. How might your life change (how 

you manage your schedule, how you spend your time, how you spend your money, etc.) if you lived like this 

was true? 

 

 

4. Pastor Josh boiled down 1 Corinthians 15’s description of the Gospel into two short phrases: Jesus died and 

Jesus lives. Why do we have to hold to both of these phrases? What problems arise if we stick with only one 

and ditch the other?  

 

 

 



5. In your own words, why does it matter that Jesus died on the cross? Why does it matter that Jesus rose 

from the dead? 

 

 

6. Where else in the Scriptures are the glories of Christ’s death and resurrection described, rejoiced in, and 

expounded? 

 

 

7. What is keeping you from speaking, from proclaiming the good news of the Gospel? How might you begin 

praying for the Lord to help you overcome it? 

 

 

8. What are you tempted to fight passionately for that falls far below the Gospel in significance? How can a 

person still have opinions and preferences without falling into the error of eclipsing that which is of “first 

importance”?  

 

 

9. What in your life are you spending a disproportionate amount of your energy and influence to defend?  

 

 

10. How does the precious truth of the Gospel anchor us in the storms of life? How would you apply the truth 

of the Gospel to… 

 

• …comfort someone in grief? 

• …encourage someone fighting temptation? 

• …offer hope to someone who is discouraged? 

• …convict someone who is pursuing sin? 

• …help someone who is struggling with doubt? 

 

 

11. In Mark 1:15, at the beginning of Christ’s earthly ministry, preaches and says, “Repent and believe in the 

gospel.” What does it mean to repent, to turn from your sin? And what does it mean to believe, to turn to 

Christ in faith? 

 

 

12. Take some time in your group thanking God for his salvation and asking God to awaken faith in others that 

you know. 

 

 


