
Discussion Questions for “The Savior & The Soul: Fear” 

Matthew 10:26-33, Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of April 11th, 2021 

 

For starters, let’s do a bit of study: 

 

1. What’s happening in Matthew 10:1-25 – the verses immediately preceding today’s passage?  

a. Try to summarize it in 2-3 sentences. 

b. What insight does this give us into Matthew 10:26-33? To put it another way, what 

situation is Jesus addressing? 

 

2. In the soul-saying of v. 28, our Savior contrasts the power of persecutors with the power of God. 

a. What power do the enemies of God have? What power don’t they have? 

b. By contrast, what power does God have? 

c. What does Jesus mean by “destroy” here in v. 28? Make sure your answer aligns with 

Matthew 25:46 and Revelation 14:9-11. 

 

3. What does Jesus mean by fear here in the soul-saying of v. 28? 

a. What does He mean when He says we need not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill 

the soul? 

b. What does He mean when He says that we need to fear God? Check out Isaiah 66:2 and 

Hebrews 11:7 for help. 

 

Now, let’s apply what we’ve studied: 

 

4. How can we tell that Jesus is trying to bring comfort to His followers in v. 28?  

a. Which word or phrase draws this out? And how does your answer to question 1 draw this 

out? 

b. Like the followers of Jesus in Matthew 10, are there any ways that you’re tempted to live in 

fear of God’s enemies right now?  

c. How does the soul-saying of v. 28 give you comfort in the face of this fear? 

 

5. Why will v. 28 also breed wisdom in us? (It’ll help to compare this verse to vv. 32-33, along with 

Proverbs 9:10). 

a. Why is it wiser to fear God, rather than people? 

b. Why is it wiser to live for God’s approval, rather than the world’s? 

c. Why is it wiser to pursue eternal gain, rather than earthly? 

d. How do your answers to this question help you fight temptation? 

 

6. How do Jesus’ words in v. 28 build courage? 

a. Where – or with whom – do you need courage to acknowledge and proclaim Jesus right 

now? 

b. Why must our courage be compassionate, and not combative? (Consider Matthew 5:44-45, 

the end of Matthew 10:18, and 1 Peter 3:14-15 as you answer this question.) 

c. How can you, practically, live out a compassionate-kind-of-courage? 

 

7. Any other takeaways from this passage or message?  


