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Hebrews 11:8-16 
 
 
 
Prayer Request:  Dear Father in heaven, cultivate in us a faith that obeys your word. 
 
Icebreaker:  Describe a time when you had to step out in faith, and obey God? 
 
 
 
Read Hebrews 11:8-16 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of 
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is 
God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she 
considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were 
born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore. 

13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted 
them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For 
people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of 
that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for he has prepared for them a city. 

 

 
Sermon Outline: 

1. The Obedience that Faith Brings 
a. The Mixing Bowl 
b. The Buffet Lunch 
c. The Apple Tree 

2. The Patience that Faith Demands 
3. The Future that Faith Anticipates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion Questions:  

1.  Read Joshua 24:2. What is remarkable about Abraham’s conversion? How is it similar to all Christian 

conversions?  

 

2. Why is it important to understand the difference between faith and obedience? What can happen if 

we begin to blur the distinction?  

 

3. Martin Luther said: “This is the glory of faith, simply not to know.” How is it glorious that in our faith 

we simply do not know? 

 

4. How do we as Christians live in “the already not yet?”   

 

5. Why is it dangerous to put our hope in the cities of earth? How can we look forward to the city whose 

designer and builder is God?  

 

6. Read Titus 2:11. How is God’s appearing to us better than His appearing to Abraham? 

 

7. What did Pastor Colin mean when he said: “you live your life in a tent?” 

 

 

Prayer:  Dear Father in heaven, we praise you that you have called us out of the kingdom of 

darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of light. We pray that our faith in you would produce 

obedience. May we fix our eyes on the city that is to come and look forward to dwelling with you 

forever. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  


