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Genesis 17:15-21; 18:10-15; 21:1-7 
 
 
 
Prayer Request:  Dear Father in heaven, give us hearts to receive all that you have for us by faith.  
 
Icebreaker:  What was one memorable gift that you received? 
 
 
 
Read Genesis 17:15-21; 18:10-15; 21:1-7 
15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed 
and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is 
ninety years old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before 
you!” 19 God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will 
establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I 
have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall 
father twelve princes, and I will make him into a great nation. 21 But I will establish my covenant with 
Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.” 
 
10 The Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a 
son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, 
saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The Lord said to Abraham, 
“Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for 
the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a 
son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.” 
 
The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he had promised. 2 And 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to 
him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4 And 
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham 
was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, “God has made laughter 
for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that 
Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 
 

 
 
Sermon Outline: 

1. Faith Receives Power from God. 
2. Faith Rests on the Promise of God. 
3. Faith Advances the Purpose of God. 



 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1.  How does faith receive from God? What was a situation where you received power from God 

through faith? (Low energy, pain, loneliness were some examples given).  

 

2. Why is it important to ask God for power in faith? How do we understand this considering other 

scriptures? 

 

3. How is faith tied to a promise? How can faith being tied to a promise be misunderstood? 

 

4. Sarah’s disappointments made faith difficult. What are some disappointments that have made faith 

difficult for you? How has God helped you with these difficulties? 

 

5. How does God advance His sovereign purpose through the faith of people? 

 

6. What do you need to receive from the hand of God today? 

 

 

Prayer:  Dear Father in heaven, we praise you that you have given us the gift of faith. Lord, we thank 

you that by faith we receive from you power and strength to navigate a God-centered life. Help us 

to give greater weight to your promises, and rest in the peace that faith in Christ brings. In Jesus’ 

name, amen. 


