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2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
 

 

Prayer Request:  Dear Father in heaven, we pray that you would increase in our hearts the joy of giving. 

 

Icebreaker:  What is a gift that you received that particularly encouraged you? 

 

Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of 

Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can 

testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part 

in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 

then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete 

among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 

earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 

8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 

genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

 

Sermon Outline: 

1. Introduction  

2. Seven Descriptions of Excellent Giving 

3. Conclusion 

 

 

 



 

Discussion Questions: 

1.  How was the Corinthian church motivated in giving by the Gospel? How is a right understanding of 

what Christ did essential to giving? 

  

2. What does it look like for a Christian to give with joy?  

  

3. How does the example of the Corinthians giving out of their abundance challenge you in giving?  

  

4. Why is gratitude foundational to godly giving?  

  

5. How can we give to the Lord in ways that are countercultural and unexpected?    

 

6. Why do you think that Paul puts giving alongside other traits like faith, knowledge, and trust? 

 

7. How can you show genuine love through giving in the church and in your life?  

  

Prayer:  Dear Father in heaven, we recognize that everything we have is a gift from you. We pray that 

you would help us to be excellent givers and to give with a genuine love for God and the church. We 

pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.  


