
Discussion Questions for “Rooted & Ready: Ready to Bear Fruit” 

John 15:1-11, Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of July 4th, 2021 

 

Introductory Questions: In v. 5, Jesus says: I am the vine; you are the branches. 

a. What is this telling us about Jesus? The complement of John 14:6 and the 

contrast of Isaiah 5:1-7 will help. 

b. What is this telling us about us? 

c. Even before we press further into the passage, what impact does this truth 

right from Jesus’ own lips make on you? 

 

1. Pastor Tom shared eight lessons that are built upon this truth Jesus shares in v. 5. 

The first is this: We are grafted into Jesus by the word of Jesus (vv. 1-3). 

a. How do we see this in vv. 1-3? (John 13:10-11 will help.) And how does this 

connect with what we learned last week in Psalm 1? 

b. Why did God make His Word this important? And how does your answer 

shape how you think about the Bible? 

 

2. The second lesson is: We bear fruit by abiding in Jesus (vv. 4-5). 

a. What promise and what warning do these verses contain? 

b. What does it mean to abide, and how can you do it? 

c. What particular fruit is Jesus after in vv. 4-5? Compare this with v. 16. 

 

3. The third lesson is: We are pruned by God the Father (vv. 1-2).  

a. Have you ever experienced this?  

b. What blessing or fruitfulness did God bring through it? 

 

4. The fourth lesson is: We glorify the Father by bearing fruit (v. 8).  

a. How does the fruit of vv. 4-5 glorify God?  

b. How is He calling you to glorify Him? 

 

5. The fifth lesson is: We prove we’re Christ’s disciples by bearing fruit (v. 8). 

a. There’s an important difference between proving we’re Christ disciples by 

our fruit-bearing and trying to earn status as His disciples by fruit-bearing. 

So, what is Jesus saying here, and what isn’t He saying? 

b. How, then, can v. 8 help you cultivate assurance that you belong to Jesus? 

c. The connected warnings in v. 2 and v. 6 come right after Judas had left the 

room (see John 13:30). How does Judas illustrate what Jesus means in these 

warnings? 

  



6. The sixth lesson is: We are to pray for and expect great fruit (v. 7). 

a. Look closely at v. 7 – and consider carefully the picture of the vine and 

branches – what does Jesus mean when He speaks of a believer who asks 

“whatever you wish”? 

b. Why can such a believer expect answered prayers? 

c. Do you pray this boldly? What’s keeping you from doing so? What could help 

you do so? 

 

7. The seventh lesson is: We are more loved by Him than we can imagine (vv. 9-10). 

a. Do you believe v. 9? Do you think of yourself and of Jesus like you believe v. 

9? What would change if you did? 

b. Why does Jesus connect abiding in His love and keeping His commandments in 

v. 10? (v. 12 will help.) 

 

8. The eight lesson is: We find our joy in Him (v. 11). What joys does Jesus offer us here 

in vv. 1-11? 

 

9. Any other takeaways from this passage or message? 

 

  


