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Matthew 13:1-23  
  
  
Prayer Request:  Father, please help us hear and understand Jesus’s parables that we may obey all they 
teach us. We invite Your Holy Spirit to help us see Your Kingdom as King Jesus taught it.  
  
Icebreaker:  Think of role models of faith from the Bible. How did these people trust and obey God’s 
Word even when it was very difficult? How did God reward their faith? 
  
Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, 
some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not 
have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the 
plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear…  

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was 
sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.[b] 22 As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, 
this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions:   

1. Did our reading or the sermon give you new insight on this familiar parable? 
 
2. In your opinion, which choice of title best suits this parable: The Parable of the Sower; The Parable 

of the Seed; or The Parable of the Soils? And why?  
 

3. Read Matthew 7:28-29 and 13:9.  
 
a How does the authority of Jesus relate to His command, “He who has an ear, let him hear?” 

 
b In light of these passages, why should we study Jesus’s parables about the kingdom? 
 

4. In what ways did this sermon motivate you to obey God’s Word? 
 
5. Read Matthew 13:23 and James 1:18.  

 
a In this parable, the seed is “the word of the kingdom.” What does this teach us about the 

relationship between God’s Word and the believer’s growth in Christlikeness? 
 

b Why is it problematic when churches begin preaching theories and worldly wisdom? 
 

6. Read verse 23. The seed that lands in good soil is guaranteed to yield a harvest: 30, 60 and 100-fold! 
Trusting in God’s Word and obeying all it says will always make us abundantly more like Christ.  

 
a What are reasons we might doubt this amazing and needed truth? 
 
b When do you need this truth to encourage your perseverance in obeying God? 

  
  
Prayer: Pray for the prayer request above, as well as additional requests.  


