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Matthew 13:31-33  
  
Prayer Request:  Father, help us hear and understand Your Son’s parables to obey all they teach us. Holy 
Spirit, lead us and empower our disciple making. King Jesus, we invite Your Kingdom and reign over us. 
  
Icebreaker:  Remember a time you did the right thing, knowing others would think its foolish. How did 
that go? How did you feel? What did you learn from that experience? 
  
Read: Matthew 13:31-33 

31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of 
mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it 
has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches.” 

33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and 
hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 

Discussion Questions:   

1. Are there new insights on these parables that you gained form the sermon or today’s reading? 
 

2. Were there any takeaways from the sermon that challenge you? Comfort you?  
 

3. Read Psalm 103:19. How did Pastor Ryan define the Kingdom of Heaven, based on this verse? 
 

4. Read John 14:15-17, 25-26; 15:26-27; 16:4-11; Acts 1:6-8. 
a How did a rag tag group of 12 unpromising men build up the Kingdom of Heaven on earth? 
b In what ways does the Holy Spirit help provide the growth and fruit that we labor for? 
c How do these promises encourage you? 
 

5. According to Pastor Ryan’s sermon, what did the mustard seed, tree and leaven represent? 
 

6. Read John 12:23-25. Jim Elliot famously said: “He is no fool who gives away what he cannot keep to 
gain what he cannot lose.” What are some sacrifices you can make in the Spirit’s power to work for 
the Gospel and the Kingdom’s growth? 

 
7. Read Revelation 7:9-10. How will this glimpse of Kingdom reality encourage you? 
 
Prayer: Pray for the prayer request above, as well as additional requests.  


