
Discussion Questions for “Revelation for You: The Throne” 
Revelation 4:1-11, Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of August 1st, 2021 

 
1. For a bit of review, read Revelation 1:1-4: 

a. To whom is Revelation written? 
b. What is the aim of Revelation, according to v. 3? 
c. How do your answers to these questions shape the way you read this book? 

 
2. Who does John see on the throne in Revelation 4?  

a. How can we tell that this is God the Father? 

b. Why is John restrained in his description of the Father, especially compared 
to the vivid description of Jesus in Revelation 1? (Jesus’ words in John 4:24 

may help you answer this question.) 
 

3. Though John may not describe the Father’s hair, face, and eyes, he absolutely tells us 
a lot about God the Father’s attributes. Which particular attributes does John 
describe? Cite specific verses to support your answer. 

 
4. Building on the last question: 

a. Why are each of these attributes good? 
b. Even more personally, why are these attributes good for God’s people? That 

is, how does God use these attributes to bless those who belong to Him? 
 

5. As Revelation turns the page from chapter 3 to chapter 4, it also moves from a 
discussion of real, historical churches to a discussion of the future. 

a. Why does God’s Word begin all this talk about the future with a description 
of God the Father on His throne? In other words, why does God go first? 

b. How does this help us as we face the future – even just tomorrow? 
 

6. While God sits on the throne, what is happening around the throne? 
a. What does all this activity say about God? 

b. What does all this activity teach us about the right response to God? 
 

7. Read Revelation 3:4, 3:11-12, and 21:12-14. What clues do these verses give us 
about the identity of the twenty-four elders described in Revelation 4:4? 

a. In turn, what does this tell you about the blessings that await you in heaven? 
b. In light of these last two questions, what might it look like to bow before God 

and cast your crown before Him – like the elders in v. 10 – not just in 
eternity, but even this week? 

 
8. Any other takeaways from this passage or message? 

 
[Two bonus questions can be found on the next page.] 



If you have time for some longer discussion or extended study: 
 

9. In Isaiah 6, you can read about the prophet Isaiah’s similar experience to the apostle 
John’s in Revelation 4. What insight do you glean by comparing these two passages? 

 
10. Not everything can make it into a sermon! One thing Pastor Tom had to cut was a 

deeper dive into the connection between chapters 2-3 and chapter 4. To put it 
simply, it’s no accident that John’s vision of God on His throne follows Jesus’ seven 
letters to the seven churches. 

a. So, review the challenge each of these churches were facing. How would the 

truth that our Almighty God is sitting on His throne help each church? 
b. In addition, how would the worship around the throne help these churches? 

 


