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Matthew 18:21-35 
  
Prayer Request:  Father, help us understand Your Son’s parables to obey all they teach us. Holy Spirit, 
give us strength to forgive as our Father first forgave us. King Jesus, we invite Your reign over us. 
  
Icebreaker:  For you, what is the hardest part about forgiving? What makes letting go difficult? 
  
Read: Matthew 18:21-35 

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 
seventy-seven times. 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his servants.  24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten 
thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 
and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, 
the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same 
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell 
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went 
and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 
had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, 
if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions:   

1. Are there new insights from this parable that you received form the sermon or today’s reading? 
 
2. Take a closer look at verses 21-27. According to the sermon, in what three ways does forgiveness 

know no limits? Does this parable illustrate other ways that forgiveness knows no limits? 
 

3. Elizabeth Elliot wrote, “To forgive is to die. It is to give up one’s right to self, which is precisely what 
Jesus requires of anyone who wants to be his disciple.” In the sermon, Kurt said that if someone 
absolutely refuses to forgive others, then it is fair to question if they are a Christian. Why is it fair 
that God desires uncompromising forgiveness from His people? 

 
4. Read verse 31 and Ephesians 4:29-32.  

a What sorts of issues might unforgiveness bring into our relationships with other believers?  
b What are the benefits that forgiveness and kindness bring to God’s family? 

 
5. Read Matthew 18: 32-35. What does it mean to forgive from the heart? Why is this non-negotiable? 
 
6. Read Romans 5:6-8; 8:31-39, Philippians 1:6, and 1 John 1:9. How can each of these Gospel truths 

motivate you to willingly forgive others, even when its painfully difficult? 
 

7a.  Can you think of any stories where unforgiveness ended relationships or made a situation worse?  
7b.  Can you think of any stories where forgiveness strengthened relationships or made a situation  
        better than before? 
 
8. What are some changes you can make to grow in forgiving others? For example, are there any actions 
you take that agree with the forgiveness you claim to give? Are there any people you need to forgive 
who you’ve held a grudge against? Only share what would be helpful for the group to hear.  
 
 
 
 
Prayer: Pray for the prayer request above, as well as additional requests.  


