
Discussion Questions for “Meet Jesus: Seeing and Believing”

John 9:1-7, Pastor Colin Smith, Weekend of September 12th, 2021

1. Pastor Colin connects the story of the blind man with Job and his friends. Read Job 8:1-7

and Job 11:1-6, 13-20.

a. What sets apart both the disciples’ and Job’s friends’ response to suffering and

Jesus’ response?

b. How can we respond more like Jesus to the suffering of those around us?

2. The disciples in this story saw the affliction of the blind man and thought, “Who’s to

blame?” Colin said, “If all we can do in the face of suffering is debate who’s to blame, we

won’t be of much help...”.

a. How did Jesus speak hope to the blind man’s situation in the midst of his

disciples’ analysis and debate?

b. How can we also shift the conversation in our blame-shifting culture to gospel

hope?

3. Jesus said, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God

might be displayed in him” (v3). Read together 2 Corinthians 4:7-10.

a. How does this speak to the reality of God using our affliction to display His glory?

b. What hope does this offer to broken and flawed people?

4. Jesus specifically said, “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day”

(v4).

a. What are these works that Christ’s followers must do?

b. Since we share with Christ the identity of being “the light of the world” (Matt.

5:14), especially now that he is physically in heaven (Jn 9:5), how do we shine as

his representatives?

5. Jesus’ words in verse 4 reflect that our time is short; God has only given us a relatively

brief time to fulfill His purpose in our life. Read Psalm 39:4-6. How should the brevity of

life affect how we view obedience and surrendering fully to God’s will for our lives?

6. Based on Colin’s metaphor of considering our lives as a single day, reflect on what

season of life you are in: morning (first 30 years of life), afternoon (30-60), or evening

(60-90).

a. What are the distinct temptations in each season?

b. Then consider the three questions Colin poses to all of us, respectively: How can I

prepare? (for maximal usefulness to God) What can I do? (with the gifts and/or

position I’ve been given) Who can I help? (with the wisdom and experience I’ve

gained)

7. Any other takeaways from this passage or message?


