
Discussion Questions for “Meet Jesus: The Power of Unbelief”

John 9:13-34, Pastor Colin Smith, Weekend of September 26th, 2021

1. Pastor Colin tells us that Jesus did not break the Sabbath by healing the blind man, but

rather that he fulfilled it by bringing the blessing of restoration and renewal to a broken

man. Why then did the Pharisees accuse Jesus of breaking the fourth commandment?

- Read Exodus 20:8-11. Compare this passage with Luke 6:1-11. What is the

difference between Jesus’ understanding of “keeping the Sabbath day holy” and

that of the Pharisees?

2. What did Colin say is the first tactic of unbelief? What statement did the Pharisees make

that revealed this tactic?

- Read John 7:40-52. How do the words of the Pharisees display this tactic, as well

as the others?

- What is the Gospel answer to the first tactic of unbelief?

3. There was a real fear that the Jews had of being put out of the synagogue, which meant

ostracism from the community. This was demonstrated by the parents of the blind man

in John 9:19-23. Reread this passage.

- What would his parents have lost had they confessed Christ as their son’s healer?

- What is at stake for us by confessing Jesus as our Lord and Savior?

4. Colin says, “The Pharisees’ policy was making it clear: if you believe in Jesus, there’s no

place for you here.” Read Mark 10:28-31. What does Jesus say his followers may need to

forfeit for the sake of the gospel? What does he say they will gain?

- For many of us in the United States, we have not needed to sacrifice our families,

homes, or livelihood for the sake of Christ. Take some time in prayer for brothers

and sisters globally who have lost everything to follow Jesus. i.e. Muslim

background believers

5. The Pharisees told the blind man to “give glory to God”-- in other words, not to give

credit to Jesus. Colin makes the point that in Jesus’ day as well as ours, people are okay

with talking about God and faith generally, whereas speaking of Jesus is uniquely

offensive. Why is the gospel of Jesus so offensive?

6. Recall the four insights on unbelief with which Colin concluded his sermon. He said:

“unbelief is a decision rooted in deeds and desires”, which is why Jesus calls us to repent

and believe. How should this reality affect how we witness and share our testimony?


