
Discussion Questions for “Be Prepared: A Heart” 

1 Peter 3:15 (Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8), Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of October 31st, 2021 
 

Sermon Outline: 
 

Key Phrase: But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 

gentleness & respect. (1 Peter 3:15)  
 

Key question: Who holds first place in your heart? (1 Peter 3:15) 
 

When Christ is first in your heart… 

• Unity grows (1 Peter 3:8) 

• Faith strengthens (1 Peter 3:12)  

• Fear shrinks (1 Peter 3:14) 

• Obedience deepens (1 Peter 3:15)  

• Ministry continues (1 Peter 3:15) 

 

Seven questions that can help you see if Christ is first in your heart: 
1. Does my life look like 1 Peter 3:8-15?  

2. How do I spend my time? 

3. What do I dream about?  

4. What most stirs my emotions?  

5. Who do I listen to the most? 

6. What determines if I have a good or a bad day?  

7. Where is my hope?  

 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Read 1 Peter 1:1, 3:9, and 3:14. How can we tell that the believers who first received 

this letter were living in difficult days? 

 

2. What does 1 Peter 3:15 mean when it says, “But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord 

as holy”? 

a. Read Isaiah 6:1-8. How does this passage help us understand? 

b. Read Matthew 6:11. Peter’s “honor as holy” and Jesus’ “hallowed” are the 

same word in the original Greek. So how does this help us understand, too? 

 

3. Now that you’ve thought about the meaning of “in your hearts honor Christ as holy,” 

think about its significance in everyday life. 

a. What does it look like to wake up in the morning and do this? At work? When 

you’re sitting on the couch? 



b. Why does Peter add the phrase “in your hearts”? How does that personalize 

this exhortation? 

 
4. Why would Peter encourage and command believers who were living in tough times 

to honor Christ as holy? That is, what’s the connection between this verse and their 

difficult situation? 

 
5. Taking question #4 further, 1 Peter 3 highlights five things that happen when Christ 

holds first place in your heart (see the outline above). 

a. How can each of these help us when following Jesus isn’t easy? 

b. Which of these five was most encouraging to you? Why? 

 

6. Pastor Tom shared seven questions that can help us discern if Christ is our first 

priority or if something else has captured our attention (again, see above). 

a. While none of us could answer these questions perfectly, what patterns or 

trajectories are you seeing in your life right now? 

b. How, then, can your LIFE Group be praying for you? 

 

7. When you’ve felt like Christ has slipped down your priority list – that is, when 

you’ve not been honoring Him as holy… 

a. What attributes of Jesus might particularly help remind you that He’s worthy 

to be honored as holy in your heart? 

b. Building upon your last answer, what practical steps can you take to stir your 

affections once again? 

 

8. Any other takeaways from this passage or message? 

 

 
 

 


