
Discussion Questions for “Be Prepared: A Defense” 

1 Peter 3:15 (Reading: Romans 5:6-11), Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of November 7th, 2021 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

Key Phrase: But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

& respect. (1 Peter 3:15)  

 

Examine the words: 

• Always 

• Being prepared 

• Anyone 

• Who asks you 

• To make a defense… for a reason for the hope that is in you 

 

Key question: Are you ready to talk about Jesus? (1 Peter 3:15) 

 

Three ways to be prepared: 

1. Consider your heart. (1 Peter 3:15) 

2. Recognize your location. (1 Peter 1:1) 

3. Prepare your words. (1 Peter 3:15) 

a. Open the Bible. 

b. Memorize God’s Word. 

c. Learn a “gospel tool.” 

d. Practice your testimony. 

e. Invite them to church. 

 

Sermon Questions: 

Leaders, there are lots of questions this week! You may need to pick & choose. 

 

1. Think about the word “always” in 1 Peter 3:15. 

a. What does this mean? 

b. How does this challenge you? 

 

2. Think about the words “be prepared.” 

a. Why does God’s Word want us prepared to talk about Jesus? 

b. Why doesn’t this contradict the Spirit’s work in us? That is, how do the Spirit & 

preparation actually work in harmony? 

 

3. Think about the word “anyone.” 

a. What’s a wonderful testimony that comes to mind – of a surprising person coming to 

faith in Jesus Christ? 

b. How does that help motivate you to share Jesus with the difficult people in your life? 



 

4. Connect the first and second phrases of 1 Peter 3:15.  

a. How does honoring Christ as holy in our hearts help make us prepared to talk about 

Him? 

b. Think about it the other way, too: How ready and willing are you to talk about Jesus? 

And what does this say about His position in your heart? 

 

5. Read Luke 12:41-42. What’s the posture of your heart towards those who don’t believe? 

a. Apathetic & not interested? 

b. Angry & disinterested? 

c. Weeping & eager to reach them? 

d. Something else? 

 

6. Connect 1 Peter 3:15 with 1 Peter 1:1. What does this teach us? 

 

7. Read Romans 10:14-17. Why is it essential to speak in order to “always be prepared to 

make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you”? 

 

8. Pastor Tom highlighted five ways to talk about your faith (see the outline above). 

a. Which of the five is already most doable for you? 

b. Which of the five would you like to develop? 

c. Is there another good strategy you’d add to the list? 

 

9. Practice telling your testimony. 

a. Is it clear enough? Is it too long? Is it muddled?  

b. Do you talk directly about Jesus or only use generic terms? 

c. Is it sufficiently about Jesus? Or is it only about you? 

 

10. Any other takeaways from this verse or this message? 

 


