
Discussion Questions for “Be Prepared: A Hope” 
1 Peter 3:15 (Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9), Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of November 14th, 2021 

 
Sermon Outline 

 
Key Word: But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness & 
respect. (1 Peter 3:15)  
 
Three trustworthy truths: 

1. Hope is eternal life. (1 Peter 1:3-4) 
2. Hope is through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 3:15) 

a. Because He died for us. (1 Peter 2:24) 

b. Because He’s risen. (1 Peter 1:3) 
c. Because He’s reigning. (1 Peter 3:22) 

3. Hope is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. (1 Peter 1:4) 
 
Three ways hope helps: 

1. It encourages salvation. (1 Peter 3:15) 
2. It encourages endurance. (1 Peter 1:6, 3:15) 
3. It encourages conversations. (1 Peter 3:15) 

 
Key Question: Do people see hope in you? (1 Peter 3:15) 
 
Discussion Questions 

 
1. How does 1 Peter 1:3-4 define the hope that gets talked about in 1 Peter 3:15? 

 
2. Why is Jesus the reason for our hope?  

a. Why is our hope called a living hope in 1 Peter 1:3? 
b. Why is this such good news for you? 

 

3. Our hope is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading (1 Peter 1:4). 
a. What does each word teach us about our hope?  
b. Which word do you find especially comforting today? 
c. Further, how do they help us see how much we’ll enjoy heaven? 

 
4. How does hope help us endure? For starters, think about this more theologically, using the 

logic we find in 1 Peter 1:6 and 3:15. 
 

5. Answer the question again: How does hope help us endure? 
a. But this time, think about a faithful believer who you’ve seen endure. What were 

they like? What can you learn from them? 
b. Can you give personal testimony to this, as well? How has hope helped you endure 

difficult days? 



 
6. Read John 16:16-22. (Note the connection with the phrase “a little while” in John 16:16 and 

1 Peter 1:6.) 
a. While Jesus doesn’t use the word “hope,” what’s He saying about hope in this 

passage? 
b. What illustration does He use to help make His point? 

 
7. We often look at 1 Peter 3:15 through the lens of the believer giving the answer. But look at 

it, for a moment, through the lens of the person asking the question. 
a. Try to put yourself in their shoes. Why might they be asking about hope? 

b. Before you came to Christ, did you do something like this? That is, who did you talk 
to and what drew you to him or her? 

 

8. Look again at 1 Peter 3:15. But now, let’s flip it back around and look at it through the lens 
of the believer who’s giving the answer. 

a. What could a believer being doing or saying that would encourage an unbeliever to 
ask about our hope? 

b. Has anyone ever asked you about your hope? Why did they talk to you? What drew 
them to you? 

 
9. Do others see hope in you?  

a. What might be keeping them from seeing it? 
b. What could help them see it more clearly? 

 
10. Any other takeaways from these Scriptures or this message?  

 
 


