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John 3:1-21 

 

Read: John 3:1-21 

 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs 

that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 

enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh 

is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 

born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 

from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 

yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 

witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and 

you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven 

except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  

 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 

believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is 

the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light 

because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to 

the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may 

be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

Nicodemus: A proper Jew, A master of the law and writings of the prophets with 2 claims. 

• Jesus is from God 

• God is with Jesus 

Ezekiel 36:25-26 
25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols 

I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. 



Numbers 21:9 
9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the 

bronze serpent and live. 

2 choices once bitten the serpent. 

1. Refuse and die in condemnation. 

2. Look upon Him who was raised up and took upon the form of sin and be saved. 

John 7:45-46 
45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring him?” 46 

The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 

John 7:47-52 The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities or 

the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.”  

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a 

man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? 

John 19:39 
39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 

seventy-five pounds in weight. 

Religion is purified 

• No more superiority, blaming, shaming, condemning and cursing 

• Now we proclaim Christ’s forgiveness, reconciliation, and redemption 

 

Last week was an expensive repentance paid by a tax collector. 

This week is an expensive allegiance paid by religious ruler.  

No matter where you are in society, Jesus changes everything! 

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 

2. John 3 is an often read, studied, and preach upon passage. Was there anything that stood out from the text 

in a new or fresh way during this week? 

3. How does Jesus fulfill what was promised in the new covenant in Ezekiel 36:25-26? 

4. Jesus likens himself to the bronze serpent lifted up in the desert in Numbers 21. How does this analogy help 

us to understand Jesus’ work on the cross? 

5. While this is Nicodemus’ first interaction with Jesus, it is not the only time he appears in John. What do his 

other appearances in John tell us about his faith?  

6. How does Nicodemus’ story expose the corruption and faithlessness in the religious leaders? How might we 

be challenged by the faith Nicodemus demonstrates? 


