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Matthew 20:20-28 

 

Read: Luke 19:1-10 

 
20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked 

him for something. 21 And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of 

mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered, “You do not 

know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are 

able.” 23 He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to 

grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24 And when the ten heard it, they were 

indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. 

But whoever would be great among you must be your servant,  27 and whoever would be first among you must 

be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.” 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

The blessing of Rebekah 

“Our sister, may you become 

thousands of ten thousands, 

and may your offspring possess 

the gate of those who hate him!” Genesis 24:60 

A mother’s request 

“Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 

Matthew 20:21 

Jesus offers thrones 
28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious 

throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Matthew 

19:28 

Jesus repurpose power    
25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. Matt 20:25-26 

The two ways to power 

• The worldly way of the dragon  

• The spiritual way of the lamb  

 



The way of the Lamb 

• Willing to drink the cup that Jesus drinks.  Matt 20:22   

• The greatest is the servant Matt 20:26 

• The first must be a slave Matt 20:27 

The way of the Lamb 

• The last will be first and the first will be last.  Matt 20:16 

• Don’t be like the Pharisees who love the place of honor.  Matt 23:6 

• Apart from me you can do nothing.  John 15:5 

The way of the Lamb 

• 10 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is 

also dishonest in much. Luke 16:10 

• Take up your cross and follow me. Matt 16:24 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 

2. What does Jesus mean when he speaks of drinking the cup that he drinks? How does this help us to 

understand what we will face when we follow Jesus? 

3. What are the defining marks of “The way of the Dragon”? How do you see these at work in the world and in 

yourself?  

4. What are the defining marks of “The way of the Lamb”? What examples do we see of these in Jesus’ life and 

ministry?  

5. Everyone has a position of authority somewhere in their lives. Identify and area where you exercise 

authority. How might that be shaped by following the way of the Lamb rather than the way of the Dragon? 


