
Discussion Questions for “Immanuel” and “The Promise-Keeping God” 

Matthew 1:18-25 and 2:1-15, Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of December 26th, 2021 

 

Note from Pastor Tom: Merry Christmas everyone! I know many LIFE Groups will not be 

meeting the week after Christmas, but I still wanted to provide a few questions – just in case 

they’re helpful to you personally or you do end up discussing these messages. Here you go! 

 

Sermon Outline (Christmas Eve): 

 

Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Jesus is… 

• Immanuel then. 

• Immanuel now. 

• Immanuel forever. 

 

Sermon Questions (Christmas Eve): 

 

1. Read Matthew 1:21-23. 

a. What are the two names of Jesus in this passage? 

b. What do they each mean? 

c. What joy do they bring you? 

 

2. Read Matthew 28:20.  

a. How is the promise of Immanuel expanded in this verse? 

b. What help does this promise offer you? 

 

3. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 

a. How is the promise of Immanuel expanded still further in these verses? 

b. What hope does this promise offer you? 

 

 

(The outline and questions for the December 26th sermon can be found on the next page.)  



Sermon Outline (December 26): 

 

Reading: Matthew 2:1-15 

 

Three questions: 

1. What happened soon after Jesus’ birth? 

a. Jesus is worshiped (vv. 1-12).  

b. Jesus is rejected (vv. 3-13). 

c. Jesus is protected (vv. 12-15). 

2. What do these events teach us about Jesus? 

a. Jesus is the Promise-Keeping God (vv. 5-6, 15). 

b. Jesus is the Shepherd-King (v. 6). 

c. Jesus is the Victor (v. 15). 

3. What do these events teach us? 

a. A lesson about Christ’s worthiness. 

b. A lesson about the human condition. 

c. A lesson about faith. 

 

Sermon Questions (December 26): 

 

1. The events of Matthew 2:1-15 take place while Jesus is a toddler (see v. 16). 

a. Review what does take place. 

b. What’s striking or surprising to you about all this happening while our Savior 

is, in fact, a toddler? 

 

2. Per the sermon outline, what do these events teach us about Jesus? 

a. Review the points above. 

b. Which truth is most encouraging to you this Christmas? 

c. Which truth is most convicting to you this Christmas? 

 

3. What can we learn from the negative example of the people of Jerusalem, the priests, 

and the scribes (vv. 3-4)? 

a. What kind of heritage, knowledge, and opportunity did they have? 

b. Why wasn’t this enough? 

 

4. What can we learn from the positive example of the wise men? 

a. How do they model faith? 

b. How do they model worship? 

c. How do you want to mimic their example in the year ahead? 

 

5. Any other takeaways from this passage or message? 


