
Discussion Questions for “Return: The Priority of Worship” 

Pastor Colin Smith, Ezra 3:8-13, Weekend of January 9th, 2022 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

1. The Altar: Offering Yourself to God (Ezra 3:1-7) 

2. The Feast: Rejoicing in What God has Done (Ezra 3:4) 

3. The Temple: Trusting the Promise of God’s Presence (Ezra 3:8-13) 

 

Sermon Questions: 

 

1. Refresh your memory. 

a. What happened prior to Ezra 3? 

b. What did we learn last week? 

 

2. Big picture, what’s the significance that worship is the first thing the Israelites prioritize upon 

returning to Jerusalem? (Note the sequence of events in Ezra 1-3: They’re working on the altar and 

temple before the city’s infrastructure!) 

a. How would their worship sustain them for the work ahead? (See, for example, Nehemiah 

8:10.) 

b. Why, then, does the busiest person need to prioritize worship? 

 

3. What’s the significance of the altar in Ezra 3:1-7? 

a. How does the altar point us forward to the work of Jesus? 

b. How does the altar shed light on how we should live and worship? (See, for example, 

Romans 12:1.) 

 

4. How does worship deal with fear? (Ezra 3:3) 

a. Why might fear drive us to worship? 

b. Why might worship drive out our fear? 

 

5. The “Feast of Booths” (Ezra 3:4) was a celebration of all God has done. 

a. What has God done for you in the past? Share a favorite memory. 

b. What has God done for you recently? 

c. How do these answers cultivate your confidence in God today? 

 

6. In the first temple (not Ezra’s, but Solomon’s), God’s presence came down upon it in a cloud (see 1 

Kings 8:10-11). Did the same thing happen in Ezra 3:8-13? 

a. Why, then, might some folks have been weeping in Ezra 3:12-13? 

b. The prophet Haggai ministered to Israel during this same time. Read Haggai 2:1-5. What 

promise did God give to his weeping people? 

c. Likewise, what similar kinds of promises has God made to us? (See, for example, Matthew 

28:20 and Hebrews 13:5.) 

d. Is there an area of your life right now in which you especially need these promises? 

 

7. Any other takeaways from this passage or message? 


