
Discussion Questions for “Return: Navigating Setbacks”
Ezra 4:1-6, Haggai 1, Pastor Colin Smith, Weekend of January 16, 2022

1. What were the three main setbacks in Ezra 4 that the people of Israel faced in
accomplishing what God gave them to do? (After answering, see Ezra 4:4-5, 4:6,
4:17-23)

a. What opposition have you experienced in trying to accomplish what God
has given you?

b. Consider the nations where there is legislative opposition against the work
of the Lord (i.e. China, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan). Have one or two people
pray for Christians experiencing opposition for their faith in Christ,
including Orchard missionaries.

2. For 16 years God’s people did not progress in the work of building the temple.
Pastor Colin points out that “God’s work is often slow”.

a. Why does God allow his work to be hindered? Where have you
experienced this?

b. Read Romans 5:1-5. What encouragement does this offer us about hard
times as a Christian, “when progress seems to be painfully slow”?

3. Read Ezra 5:1-2. What do these verses teach us about those with a ministry of
the Word? What is the impact of Haggai’s and Zechariah’s prophesying? (See
Ezra 6:14).

a. Share a time when the preached Word called you to action.
b. Thank the Lord for those who minister the Word to us, especially Colin,

Scott, campus pastors etc.

4. Read Haggai 1:2-6. What is God’s rebuke to his people? What warning should
we take away from the word of the Lord by the mouth of Haggai?

5. God’s purpose ultimately prevailed in the rebuilding of the ruined temple in
Jerusalem. Likewise, God’s purpose ultimately prevailed in the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, in which the temple of his body, ruined by sinful men,
was raised up to new glory. What is the Gospel hope for those who are
discouraged, frustrated, and fearful?

6. Any other thoughts or questions about the passage or message?


