
Discussion Questions for “Return: The Hand of God”
Ezra 7:1-10, Pastor Colin Smith, Weekend of January 23, 2022

1. Pastor Colin opened the message reviewing the history of the returned exiles. He
talked about the “pattern of the Christian experience” often being long periods of
time where prayer is unanswered and progress is delayed before God moves in
an unexpected way. Share a testimony of this happening in your life. Why does
God seem to delay in answering our prayers?

2. Colin gave the examples of Daniel, Esther, and Nehemiah, as well as Ezra, as
biblical characters in positions of influence whom God used for His purpose.
Read the letter King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra in Ezra 7:11-26.

a. What evidence do you see that God’s hand was on Ezra?
b. What other observations do you make?

3. Colin notes the six times the “hand of God” is spoken of in the book of Ezra (7:6,
7:9, 7:28, 8:18, 8:22, 8:31). He explained, “Ezra wants us to know that this story
is not about what he did but about what God did through him.” What does this
teach us about accomplishing anything for God?

4. Read Ezra 7:27-28. What gave Ezra courage?
a. Here is a reflective exercise! Step one: Imagine yourself in a real life

situation that you are currently lacking the strength or the courage for.
Step two: Imagine the Lord placing his hand on your shoulder, standing by
you, standing at your right hand (Ezra 7:28, 2 Tim 4:17, Psalm 16:8).

b. How does this change your experience?

5. In response to the message sent from Ezra regarding the need for “ministers for
the house of God”, the Lord stirred up 38 Levites to return to Jerusalem for
service at the temple. In sum, “The hand of God moves us to serve”. How is the
hand of God moving you to serve here or abroad? How can you be seeking more
of the hand of God in your life?

6. Read Ezra 7:9-10. For what reason was the hand of God on Ezra?
a. Colin said “The hand of God will be on us when the Word of God is in us.”

How do we make this a reality in our lives?

7. Any other thoughts or questions about this passage or message?


