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Exodus 16:1-15 

 

Read: Exodus 16:1-15 

They set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is 
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the land of 
Egypt. 2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness, 3 and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go 
out and gather a day's portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 5 On 
the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” 6 So Moses 
and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your 
grumbling against the LORD. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” 8 And Moses said, “When 
the LORD gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the LORD has heard 
your grumbling that you grumble against him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against 
the LORD.” 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before 
the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the 
people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the 
cloud. 11 And the LORD said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, 
‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am 
the LORD your God.’” 

13 In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the camp. 14 And 
when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the 
ground. 15 When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what 
it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 

Sermon Outline: 

 

Exodus 15:1-2   I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; 

this is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 

 

Exodus 15: 11-13   “Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 

Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 



You stretched out your right hand; the earth swallowed them. 

“You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; 

you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 

 

Exodus 15:22-23 

They went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink 

the water of Marah because it was bitter… 

 

Exodus 15:25  

 And he cried to the Lord, and the Lord showed (instructed) him a tree (timber), and he threw it into the water, 

and the water became sweet. 

 

God is teaching a lesson, not just cleansing the water. 

• Bitter experiences and bitter circumstances seep into the heart and taint it 

• A grumble is the murmur of a bitter heart 

• Grumbling always ends up in the lap of God 

 

What to do when the heart murmurs and grumbles. 

• Come near before the Lord 

• Watch for His glory to be revealed 

• Focus on His provision and purposes 

• Follow His instructions 

• Rest on the Sabbath  

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 

2. What is grumbling? Why do you think it’s such a serious thing? What are things you often find yourself 

grumbling about? 

3. The Bible provides examples of right ways to bring our concerns to God. What are the differences between 

the grumbling of Israel and the way we should bring out cares and concerns to God?  

4. Pastor Justin made the connection between the tree that God commanded Moses to throw into the bitter 

water and Jesus. How does Jesus transform the bitter circumstances of life that we face? 

5. What can we learn as believers from the way that God responds to Israel’s grumbling about not having food 

(Exodus 16). What do we learn about God’s character and how we should respond when we are in difficult 

situations? 


