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Exodus 20:1-21 

 

Read: Exodus 20:1-21 

And God spoke all these words, saying, 

2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 
in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, 
for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands[b] of those who love 
me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes 
his name in vain. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but 
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your 
gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the 
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you. 

13 “You shall not murder.[c] 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or 
his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.” 

18 Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the 
mountain smoking, the people were afraid[d] and trembled, and they stood far off 19 and said to Moses, “You 
speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do 
not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 21 The 
people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2020:1-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2055a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2020:1-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2058b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2020:1-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2065c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2020:1-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-2070d


Sermon Outline: 

 

The flesh is always looking for an opportunity to abandon the Lord and his ways. 

• When a leader disappoints or departs 

• When we leave a supportive community 

• When we want relief from circumstances 

• When we grow weary, bored, or apathetic 

Exodus 3:12 God tells Moses  “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: 

when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

BECAUSE 

• You saw what I did to the Egyptian 

• I bore you on the wings of eagles 

• I brought you to myself 

IF 

• You obey My voice 

• Keep My Covenant 

Then 

• Be My treasured possession 

• Be A kingdom of priests 

• A holy nation 

Exodus 19:8 
8 All the people answered together and said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do.”  

Exodus 19:9  “Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, 

and may also believe you forever.” 

Hebrews 12:21 
21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”   

Hebrews 12:18-19 

…a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words 

made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 

Exodus 20:18 & 19  Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the 

trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off and said to 

Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 

Exodus 20:20 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of him may 

be before you, that you may not sin.”  

Exodus 20:21  The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. 



Hebrews 12:22-24 
22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 

innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and 

to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 

covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 

2. Pastor Justin shared several circumstance in which the flesh seeks to abandon the Lord (see the above 

outline). Have you experienced any of these situations? Are there others you would add to that list? What 

has helped you to remain committed to the Lord in these moments? 

3. God’s law comes within the context of a covenant (Exodus 19:4-9). What stands out to you about the 

language of that covenant? Why is it important to understand the law within the context of God’s 

covenant? 

4. When God spoke the Law to Israel, he did so in a magnificent (and terrifying way). What stood out to you 

about the way God communicated the Law? Why did God communicate it this way? 

5. How was the communication of the Old Covenant Law (through Moses) different from the communication 

of the New Covenant (through Jesus). Read Hebrews 12:18-29 to help. 


