
Discussion Questions for “Love Poured Out: Through the Church” 
John 13:1-17, Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of March 13th, 2022 

 
Sermon Outline: 
 

1. The Love of Jesus (John 13:1-11) 
a. His Cross 
b. His Humility 

 
2. The Command of Jesus (John 13:12-17) 

a. Our Motivation 
b. His Emphasis 

 
3. The Promise of Jesus (John 13:35) 

a. A Fruitful Promise 
b. A Sensible Promise 

 
Sermon Questions: 
 

1. John 13:1-11 is a dramatic introduction to Jesus’ last sermon before His crucifixion. 
a. Why is it so surprising that Jesus would wash His disciples’ feet? In other 

words, why is Peter so stunned by this in v. 6? 
b. What do we learn about Jesus’ character here? 

c. What do we learn about Jesus’ love here? 
 

2. This foot washing happens in the shadow of the cross (see v. 1: “His hour had 
come”). How does the cross connect to washing the disciples’ feet? 

 
3. How does this expand your understanding of Jesus’ love for you? 

a. How does it answer your doubts? 
b. How is it better than you expected? 

 
4. Review vv. 12-17. Read John 13:34-35, as well. (Even John 15:12 and 15:17!) 

a. What command does Jesus give us? 
b. While Jesus definitely tells us to love our neighbors and our enemies, how 

can we tell that His command in John 13 particularly about loving other 
believers? 

c. What does it look like to do this in real life? 
 

5. According to Jesus, what’s our motivation for keeping His command? (Review John 
13:12-17 and 13:34-35 carefully, if you need help.) 

 
(Questions continue on next page.) 



6. How can we bring this motivation into our daily lives? 
a. How can you fuel yourself up with Christ’s love in a way that will truly get 

you loving others? 
b. What is Scripture telling you to do when another Christian is being difficult 

or frustrating? And how can you practically do this? 
 

7. Looking at the same theme from a slightly different angle… 
a. How can we make sure we aren’t just consuming Christ’s love, but actually 

pouring it out on others? 
b. That is, some people know Jesus loves them, but it doesn’t change the way 

they treat others. Why does that happen? And how can this change? 
 

8. Review John 13:35. Also, read John 17:20-26. 
a. What does Jesus promise will happen when we love one another?  
b. Why does His promise make sense? 
c. Why, then, might the forces of evil be extra-interested in attacking Christian 

friendships? Or, in other words, why must we be extra-vigilant in protecting 
Christian fellowship? 

 
9. How have you seen this promise from Jesus proven true – in the church, in LIFE 

Groups, or in another area of Christian fellowship? 
 

10. Any other takeaways from this passage or message? 


