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Number 14:1-10 

 

Read: Numbers 14:1-10 
 

Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the people of 
Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in 
the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to 
fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to 
Egypt?” 4 And they said to one another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” 

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the people of 
Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied 
out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which we 
passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, he will bring us into this 
land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not 
fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is 
with us; do not fear them.” 10 Then all the congregation said to stone them with stones. But the glory of 
the LORD appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel. 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

Investigate the Land 

• The people  

• The fortifications 

• Soil quality 

• The trees 

• The Fruit 

The Rebellion of Faithlessness 

• Crying and Grumbling 

• “Or would that we had died in this wilderness!” 

• “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” 

• Then all the congregation said to stone them with stones. 

Numbers 14:10 

But the glory of the Lord appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel. 

Numbers 14:17 

And now, please let the power of the Lord be great as you have promised 



The intercession invites the Lord to remember His words and promises even though we have broken our part 

of the covenant. 

Painful Lesson 1: The punishment for idolatry is distance. 

Painful Lesson 2: The punishment for faithlessness is that you do not enter the promise.   

Numbers 14:31-32  But your little ones, who you said would become a prey, I will bring in, and they shall know 

the land that you have rejected. 32 But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 

There is nothing worth running back to, so run fearless into the promises.   

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 

2. What differences do you see between the faithless response of the 10 spies, versus the faith-filled response 

of Joshua and Caleb? 

3. In what situations are you tempted to be faithless in your Christian walk? Are there areas in your life where 

you find it difficult to trust God’s plan or promise? 

4. Take time to read Hebrews 3 and 4 with your group. What connections do you see between Hebrews and 

our passage in Numbers?  

5. Moses again shows himself to be a mediator between Israel and God in Numbers 14:13-19. How does this 

point us to Jesus’ ministry as our mediator? 


