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1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 

Read: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly[a] mentioning you in our prayers, 3 remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 4 For we know, brothers[b] loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not 
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we 
proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the 
word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For they 
themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 
Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

Sermon Outline: 

 

Key Verse 1:7 

• You turned to God from idols 

• To serve the living true God 

• To wait for his Son from heaven 

“Turning, serving, and waiting: These are the essentials of Christian Conversion.”  Without these… “one can 

scarcely claim to have been converted.” - John Stott 

Praying for the Church 

• Your work of faith 

• Your labor of love 

• Your steadfastness of hope 

How the Gospel was received 

• Not only in word but also in power 

• And in the Holy Spirit 

• With full conviction 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29546a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29548b


How the Gospel resonated 

• You became imitators of us 

• You became imitators of the Lord 

• You received the Word 

o In much affliction 

o With the joy of the Holy Spirit 

• You became an example 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 

2. Thessalonians 1:7 describes the essentials of Christian conversion. What are they? How did you see these 

things when you became a Christian?  

3. Paul describes how he is praying for the Thessalonians in verse 2-4. What are the things that Paul prays for? 

How can these shape the way we pray for our church? Consider using these three categories to pray 

specifically for the Marengo congregation.  

4. How was the Gospel received by the Thessalonians? How does their reception help us to know when others 

have truly understood and believed the Gospel message?  

5. Much of Pastor Justin’s message was considering the ways in which the Gospel resonates with us. That is, 

there is a fruit and reverberation of the Gospel within our lives: Consider the following questions as they 

relate to how the gospel is resonating in your life: 

• What is your response to God’s word? How can we develop a desire to receive God’s word with joy and 

seek it out even during difficulties? 

• No believer is perfect, but God has worked in every believer to develop the character of Christ: How 

has someone in your LIFE Group demonstrated a characteristic of Christ that is worthy of imitating? 

How have they helped you to become better imitators of Christ? 

• Who can you be an example to of Christ to? 


