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1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:22 

 

Read: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:22 

 

Sermon Outline: 

When Christ died: 

• His body slept  
• His spirit went to paradise to await resurrection 
• Jesus was the first to be resurrected from the dead 
• Jesus ascended, in resurrected form, to the Father in Heaven 

When Christians die in the light of Christ: 

• The body sleeps 
• The soul goes to paradise to await resurrection 
• Those remaining grieve temporarily 

The return of Christ for those in the light: 

• It will be expected and welcomed by all believers (both in paradise and on earth) 
• Those in Christ will be resurrected to glory and he will return with them 
• Those who live in Christ will be transformed to glory second 

The return for those who died or remain in darkness: 

• It will be unexpected and unwelcomed by unbelievers 
• Those who have died rejecting Christ will be judged unto punishment 
• Those who live will be judged unto punishment 

How should we live until Christ’s return: 

• Wake up immediately and come out of darkness into the light of Christ 
• Be encouraged by the coming resurrection 
• Building one another up in Christ 
• Laboring together in Christ 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 



2. What happened to Christ when he died and was raised? How does that help us to know what will happen to 

us when we die and are raised?  

3. How is the return of Christ an encouragement to believers? What can we expect when it happens? 

4. What will the return of Christ be like for the unbeliever?  

5. How should Christ’s return affect the way that we live now?  

6. As we close our time in 1 Thessalonians, what is one thing you will take away from our study in this book? 


