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1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

 

Read: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

 

Sermon Outline: 

Paul encourages them to live as children of God. 

 Under the authority of Jesus (1a) 

 Following Instruction: how to walk – lifestyle (1b and 3) 

 With proper motivation: pleasing God (1c) 

 More and more! (1d) 

Purpose of God: Sanctification (3a) 

 Less like the world (free from sin) 

 More like the Lord intends (filled with love) 

Sexual Sanctification -  

 Container (skeuos): Within Marriage (3b) 

 Pattern: Self Controlled (4a) 

 Way: Holiness and Honor (4b) 

 Absent:  worldly lustful passions (5)  

 The author, authority, & defender is God (6-8)  

Relational Sanctification 

 Learning from God (9) 

 Exemplary to insiders (10a) 

 Do it more and more!  (10b) 

Aspire to 

 Live quietly (11a) 

 Mind your own affairs (11b) 

 Work with your hands (11c) 

 Be exemplary to outsiders (12a) 

 Be dependent on no one (12b) 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 



2. Pastor Justin described 4 problems that orphans of the wicked often have when they enter a new family: 

Insecurity (I don’t feel like I belong), Desperation (I don’t feel like my needs will be met), Depravity (my 

former ways were evil) and Self-condemnation (I’m not good enough for this family). In what ways have 

you experienced these feelings as God has taken you from being a child of the world to being His child? 

What things help you overcome these feelings? 

3. What does it mean to live as a child of God? What should our motivation be for living the Christian life? 

4. God’s will is that we be sanctified, specifically in this passage, in our sexuality. What are ways that we 

should pursue sexual sanctification within marriage? What about for the unmarried or widowed?  

5. Paul mentions ways that our relationships (with other believers and with the outside world) should be 

sanctified. How should a Christians relationship with those two groups look? 


