
Discussion Questions for “Growing in Forgiveness”
Matthew 18:21-35, Pastor Colin Smith, Weekend of August 7th, 2022

Sermon Outline
Scene 1: In the Palace (v.23-27)
Scene 2: Outside the Palace (v.28-30)
Scene 3: In the Palace Again (v.31-35)

God Forgives Repentant Sinners
– How to Grow in Forgiveness

1) Recognize how much you have been forgiven.
2) Remember the principle of measure.
3) Rejoice that Jesus has paid the price.

1. After reading the text in Matthew together, take turns telling the story in your own words

(try without looking down at the Bible).

2. What does “Scene 1” (see above) tell us about the master/king?

B. Why is the king’s debt-forgiveness of the “senior” servant so significant?

C. What does this teach us about God?

3. What does “Scene 2” tell us about the “senior” servant?

B. What does this teach us about humanity/us?

4. Pastor Colin pointed out that the reason the senior servant was unmerciful was that he

never realized the extent of his own debt.

a. What is the extent of our debt before God, and have you come to see how much

God has forgiven you?

5. What is the “principle of measure”? (After guessing, see Matt. 7:2 for answer)

B. How did this principle play out in the parable of the unmerciful servant?

C. How might it play out in your life? (see Matt. 18:35)

6. “When you find yourself reluctant to forgive, remember the principle of measure,” Colin

declared, “Ask yourself, ‘How do I want God to deal with me?’”

a. How do you want God to deal with you?



7. (More reflective) Read 1 John 1:7-2:2. Why is forgiveness even possible?

B. Examine your own heart before God. Are there any sins you may need to confess

before him? Has your immeasurable debt been paid?

C. Consider any relationships in your life where you may need to extend forgiveness or

seek reconciliation. Pray for one another toward that end.

8. What else stands out to you from this message/passage, or what questions do you

have?


