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Ezekiel 34:11-16 

 

Read: Ezekiel 34:11-16 

 

Sermon Outline: 

The Father takes initiative to restore relationship (Isaiah 65:1-3) 

• Despite an indifferent response 

• Despite an insulting behavior 

• Despite provocation 

 

The Son acts with intentionality 

• When we were utterly helpless (Romans 5:6) 

• While we were sinners 

• Making friends out of enemies (Romans 5:11) 

 

The intentionality of the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5) 

• Pouring God’s love into our hearts 

• Empowering us to bear fruit 

 

Why we don’t take initiative 

• Restricted by affections 

• Inadequate Humility 

• Risk 

• Shame 

 

Why should we invite others in? 

• We are filled with the Holy Spirit 

• We are commanded by Christ 

• We share both suffering and glory 

• We have wisdom to share mysteries to reveal 

• We have fruit to bear and share 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 

2. Read Ezekiel 34:11-16 (if you haven’t) and Isaiah 65:1-3. What do you notice about God’s initiative towards 

people in these verses? What kind of people does he pursue and how does he pursue them?  

3. Read Romans 5:1-8. How does the work of the Holy Spirit and the example of Jesus help us to be people of 

initiative?   

4. Pastor Justin has been speaking about reasons why we might be hesitant to take initiative. What reason did 

you resonate with? Are there other reasons he didn’t mention that make you hesitant to take initiative in 

relationships? 

5. Pastor Justin ended with 5 reasons why we should invite others (see the last point above). Which one of 

these encouraged or convicted you the most? Are there other biblical reasons why we should invite 

others? 


