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Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Read: Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Sermon Outline: 

When “the Word of the Lord” comes: 

• God’s glory and holiness revealed 

• An assessment of the current situation is often given 

• The Lord’s heart is revealed 

• A vision is often shown 

• A message is conveyed for proclamation to a particular group 

• Instructions on how it is to be given is revealed. 

 

The Word of the Lord to John: 

• Be a person of God’s vision: Tell them the kingdom is at hand 

• Prepare the way: Make the path straight 

• Tell them to confess and repent 

• Live set apart: Live in simple solitude while pursuing God 

• Speak with courage: Speak truth regardless of who is in the audience  

• Walk with humility 

• Watch for his appearance 

 

Preparing hearts to receive Jesus: 

• Be a person of vision 

• Be a person of repentance 

• Be a person set apart 

• Be a person of courage 

• Be a person of humility 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 

2. When the Word of the Lord comes to a prophet, it usually comes in similar ways (see section 1 above). 

What are some things that seems to happen when the Word of the Lord comes? How do we see that in 

the life and ministry of John the Baptist? 

3. What about John the Baptist’s life and ministry stands out to you? How was his ministry different from the 

religious leaders of that day? 

4. How does John the Baptist ministry prepare our hearts for receiving Jesus? How does John should John the 

Baptist’s life shape our life? 

 


