
Discussion Questions: “What’s Most Important? Loving God with Your Soul & Strength” 

Mark 12:28-34 (Reading: Psalm 63:1-11), Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of December 4th, 2022 

 

Sermon Outline 

 

1. God wants your soul (Mark 12:30). 

a. Recognize your soul’s need (Psalm 63:1). 

b. Act on your soul’s need (Psalm 63:8). 

c. God will satisfy your soul’s need (Psalm 63:5). 

 

2. God wants your strength (Mark 12:30). 

 

Sermon Questions 

 

1. Let’s start with a bit of review: How does Jesus keep the Great Commandments in Mark 12:29-31? 

a. How does this reveal His grace? 

b. How does this motivate us to keep these commands, as well? 

 

2. Try to define the word soul (it might be difficult!). 

 

3. You have a soul. What does this indicate about your value and your identity? 

 

4. Read Psalm 63:5 alongside Mark 12:30. 

a. Why can’t physical things satisfy our soul? 

b. Why can God satisfy our soul? 

c. Why, then, is it kind for Jesus to command us to love God with all our souls? 

 

5. Read Psalm 63:8 alongside Mark 12:30. 

a. How can our souls cling to God? (Don’t make this harder than it is! What are the happily 

simple things we can do to keep our souls clinging to God?) 

b. What does Psalm 63:8 say that God is doing for us? 

c. How does your answer to the previous question help you love God with all your soul? 

 

6. Read Genesis 4:3-5 alongside Mark 12:30. 

a. What’s the difference between Cain and Abel’s offering? (Look for where the word first is 

present and where it’s missing.) 

b. How does this story help us understand what it means to love God with all our strength? 

 

7. Is God getting your best, your strength? 

a. The first-fruits of your time or your leftover time? 

b. The first-fruits of your attention or your leftover attention? 

c. The first-fruits of your energy or your leftover energy? 

d. The first-fruits of your budget or your leftover budget? 

 

8. Any other takeaways from this passage or message? 

 


