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Discussion Questions: “What’s Most Important? Loving Neighbors You Don’t’ Know” 

Mark 12:28-34 (Reading: Luke 10:25-37), Pastor Tom Olson, Weekend of December 18th, 2022 

 

Sermon Outline 

 

Loving your neighbor looks like: 

1. Helping strangers (Luke 10:33). 

2. Overcoming barriers (Luke 10:30-33). 

3. Being generous (Luke 10:34-35). 

4. Doing what’s inconvenient (Luke 10:34). 

5. Showing mercy (Luke 10:37). 

 

Sermon Questions 

 

1. Look at the lawyer’s question in verse 29… 

a. What’s the bad motive behind it? 

b. But why is his question helpful to us, nonetheless? 

 

2. To answer that question, Jesus tells this famous story of The Good Samaritan. 

a. Read Leviticus 19:33-34. In what ways do this passage and today’s passage 

connect? 

b. What, then, is the connection Jesus is making between loving our neighbors 

and helping strangers? 

 

3. Is there someone that the Lord has placed in your path (whether you know them 

well or not) who needs your help, just like the man in Luke 10 needed the 

Samaritan’s help? 

 

4. What barriers does the Samaritan overcome in order to help the bloodied man? 

a. What barriers tempt you to hold back from loving your neighbor? 

b. What lessons from the life and teaching from Jesus would help you overcome 

those barriers? (Think, for example, about what we read in Romans 5:8.) 

c. What other biblical truths might also help you overcome those barriers? 

(Think, for example, about what we read in Genesis 1:26-27.) 

 

5. At the very least, the Samaritan is generous toward this beaten man in three distinct 

ways: his time, money, and personal space. 

a. Find all three of these in verses 34-35. 

b. Which aspect of generosity comes most easily to you? (Please don’t be shy 

about giving God glory for His work in your life!) 

c. Which aspect of generosity is most challenging for you? 
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6. List all the ways that helping the beaten man might be an inconvenience for the 

Samaritan. 

a. Why is important to have this heads up that love is often difficult and 

inconvenient? 

b. To put it in a slightly different light, how loving is it to only love someone 

when it’s easy and convenient for you? 

 

7. Like question #6, list all the excuses the Samaritan might’ve had for not helping. 

a. Which excuses have kept you from helping someone in the past? (Or which 

excuses feel the most tempting and persuasive to you?) 

b. How does Jesus combat those excuses in verse 37? 

c. Similarly, how does our Savior combat them in Matthew 5:43-44? 

 

8. Think through all the different ways the Samaritan loved this bloodied man as 

himself (all these different elements we’ve been discussing): How does Jesus love us 

the same way? 

 

9. Any other takeaways from this passage or message? 


