
Discussion Questions - “Love is Our Greatest Need”
1 Corinthians 13, Pastor Colin Smith, Weekend of Jan. 8, 2023

Outline:
Three Reasons for Growing in Love

1) Love is essential for effective ministry (v.1-3)
2) Love will equip us for life (v. 4-7)

Six Ways:
a) Love is patient and kind.
b) Love does not envy.
c) Love does not…boast; it is not arrogant.
d) Love…is not rude. It does not insist on its own way.
e) Love…is not irritable or resentful.
f) Love…does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.

3) Love will endure forever (v. 8, 13)

1. Pastor Colin opened this message expressing how our world is becoming increasingly
angry and divided. Share an example of how/where you have seen this.

2. Do you agree that “the greatest need of the church today is a fresh outpouring of faith,
hope, and love”?

3. What is the right way to interpret 1 Cor. 13:4-7: as the ingredients needed in order to
grow in love, or as the fruit that love bears when it is growing in you?

- Why is this such good news?

4. How is love “God’s antidote to envy”? (v. 4b)
- How is love “God’s antidote to pride”? (v. 4b+c)

5. Can you give an example of verse 5 from the life of Jesus?: “Love is not…rude. It does
not insist on its own way”?

- What is one area of your life where you can pursue this?

6. What is the connection between love and discernment? (See 1 Cor. 13:6, Phil. 1:9-10)

7. Using v. 4-7, what aspect of love do you struggle with most? In what areas do you feel
God has brought forth the most fruit? (In your small groups, feel free to encourage one
another with the fruits of love you see in them.)

8. Take time to pray for one another for God to renew and deepen your love for spouses,
children, coworkers, neighbors, friends, people with whom you disagree, for the church



and for the lost world. (Pray using the language of 1 Cor. 13, Phil. 1:9-11, and other
Scriptures as fuel for your prayers).


