
Discussion Questions - “Love Comes From God”
1 John 4:7-21, Pastor Colin Smith, Weekend of Jan. 15, 2023

Outline:
1. God’s Part

a. God loves us
b. God sent His Son for us
c. God abides in us by His Spirit

2. Our Part
a. We love
b. We believe
c. We abide

Six Practical Strategies for Growing in Love
1. Reflect often on how God loves you.
2. Remember that love is God’s command.
3. Ask God that you may grow in love.
4. Be intentional in your pursuit of love.
5. Get in touch with your own deepest desire.
6. Find joy in the privilege of your calling.

1. The past two messages Pastor Colin has taught on why we should grow in love (it’s our
distinct calling and greatest need). He began this sermon with the assumption that “we
have all come to the place of saying, ‘I want to grow in love’.

- Is this true of you?

2. (Read 1 John 4:7-21) What does this Scripture teach us about what God has done/is
doing?

- What does this passage teach us about Christians?

3. What repetitions do you notice in this passage? What is the significance?
- Which verse did Colin describe as the summary of all of v.7-21?

4. What hope and encouragement does v.19 provide for everyone, regardless of their
experience of human love?

5. According to 1 John 4, how do we know that God loves us? Or, personalizing it, how can
I know, for certain, that God loves me?

- How are we tempted to determine whether God loves us?

6. What does it mean for God’s love to be perfected in us?
- How is God’s love perfected in us?



7. What is the role of faith and abiding in our loving of others?

8. Which of the six strategies for growing in love do you need most?

9. Any other thoughts or questions about this passage/message?


