
I love how 1 Peter 1:10-12 ends: “Things into which angels long to look.” I 

would not swap my modern conveniences for a more primitive era, but it would 

be thrilling to look at some of the great moments in the Bible. What would it 

have been like to watch Moses besting Pharaoh, David zonking Goliath, Elijah 

calling fire down from heaven, or Nehemiah rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem? 

Seeing firsthand the miracles of Jesus—walking on water, feeding the 5,000, the 

transfiguration, the Resurrection, the Ascension, and the day of Pentecost—would 

have been transforming. However, the events of the Christmas narrative would 

have been unforgettable, too: the annunciation to Mary, the angels scaring the 

daylights out of the shepherds, and the wise men worshipping with their gifts. I love 

that bumper sticker: “Wise men still worship Him.” 

We always give when we love someone. We can give without loving, but we simply 

cannot love without giving. John 3:16 reminds us that God gave His Son, out of His 

love for us. Paul said, “When I was a child, I thought like a child… when I became 

a man, I gave up childish ways.” Mature people are humble and generous. We see 

both traits at the heart of the Wise Men’s gifts. The kingdom of God is built on a 

spirit of giving, which is God’s nature. We see the opposite response from King 

Herod. There is a “time for everything” (Ecclesiastes 3) including receiving and 

giving, but the greatest joy comes when we have a surplus of substance and heart.
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APPLICATION:
What are you giving this Christmas? Will you evaluate Christmas more in terms 
of what you got or what you gave? There is nothing wrong with receiving, as there 
is a time for everything. However, Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” It took me a long time to understand that—but in the second half of my 
life, I’ve gotten the message. How are you cultivating wisdom, a heart of worship, 
and a spirit of giving? How can you give more of your heart, soul, mind, and 
strength to the Lord and to your neighbor in 2022?



• We will be taking pictures on Sundays ONLY. (Photos 
will NOT be taken today or next Sunday, January 2)

• If you have questions, please contact Michelle 
Rafferty at 918.392.1122 or mrafferty@asburytulsa.org 
or visit asburytulsa.org/photosignup to sign up for 
an appointment. Photos will continue until Sunday, 
January 30, 2022.

PHOTOS FOR CHURCH DIRECTORY

January 8   |  8:15 am
North Entrance
Register at asburytulsa.org/2ndSatisBack

SPRING (MID-WEEK)
DISCIPLESHIP 
CLASSES

Beginning January 12

FOR MORE INFORMATION: asburytulsa.org/classes

CLARITY

Releasing 
Purpose:

Mining for Gold:  
Seeing the Treasure  

in Biblical Texts

THE WAY

ROMANS
PART 3

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 
AND FREE WILL OF MAN



SERMON JOURNAL AND INTERACTIVE GUIDE
Pick up your new Gratitude and Sermon Journal at any Guest Services 
Desk to accompany the new sermon series – Mountains, Valleys and 
Caves. The journal is designed to help you connect with the Lord 
through daily prayer and study. To accompany this journal, we have 
built an Interactive Guide which will include illustrations, maps, videos 
and playlists along with Lent and Holy Week information to make this 
Bible study comprehensive, engaging and fun. Visit asburytulsa.org/
interactive to get started. 
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Through December 19 we have brought in $8,244,000 
toward our $8,830,000 budget leaving us $586,000 to raise in 
the final  12 DAYS of the year in order to hit our giving budget.

MAIL: Must be postmarked by December 31

HAND-DELIVERED: Must be received in the 
church office by 5 pm December 31

ONLINE: Must be processed by 11:59 pm CST  on 
December 31

STOCK TRANSFER: Any appreciated stock 
contributions must be transferred to Asbury 
by market close on December 31.  To make a 
contribution,  please contact Andrea Shafer   
at ashafer@asburytulsa.org

asburytulsa.org/give

TRAVEL 
THROUGH  

THE HOLY LAND 
IN OUR NEXT 

SERMON SERIES 
STARTING 

JANUARY 2.



Starting January 12. Becoming a strong disciple means learning Scripture 
and applying it to your everyday life. We will be offering a wide variety 
of learning opportunities for the whole family. Or do you sing? Play an 
instrument? Experiencing or joining one of Asbury’s choir, orchestra or 
music teams is something you don’t want to miss. 

Feed yourself physically and spiritually

asburytulsa.org/wednesdays

Dinner 
Start the evening  
off with a home-
cooked meal

Mid-Week 
Classes 
Sign up now!  
Details below

Wednesday
Night Live
6:30-8 pm

Mid-Week
Recharge
6:30-8 pm

Choir & Orchestra

Wednesday
Night Greeting 
Team

Children’s  
Choir


