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This is one of my favorite passages in the entire Bible. I’ve quoted it since I was 
a teenager. We see Paul’s gratitude and joy “in the Lord” for the response of his 
friends in Philippi. I’m not a tattoo guy but verse 11 (contentment) and verse 13 (I 
can do all things…) would meet my approval. 

Johnny Cash sang, “I’ve been everywhere, man.” Paul could have said, “I’ve 
suffered everywhere, man.” His suffering starts in Acts 9 and doesn’t end until he 
dies. He suffered in Damascus, Jerusalem, Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Thessalonica, 
Berea, Corinth, Philippi and Ephesus. He was executed in Rome. As he wrote in 2 
Corinthians 11:24-28: “Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes 
less one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from 
rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger 
in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil 
and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, 
in cold and exposure.” Paul didn’t exactly have it easy. His prayers didn’t go as he 
requested when he asked the Lord to remove “the thorn” from him (2 Corinthians 
12:7-10). However, he remained joyful. This week we read he learned the secret 
of being content. 

Our theme of the week, CONTENTMENT, is an acquired trait. Contentment 
is not our natural state. There will always be things to complain about, but we 
can learn contentment, too. While Paul was content, he also lived with a godly 
ambition. He wanted to accomplish great things.
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APPLICATION: 
Memorize verses 4:11-13 this week: I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 
I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have 
learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me. What has the Lord laid upon your heart that you should do? Living 
in a simpler way could save us many headaches and create more opportunities. Do we 
really NEED more, bigger and better? Will more stuff add quality and satisfaction or will 
it cause more anxiety and stress? Instead of consuming more, could we give more? Paul’s 
secret was: I can do all things through him who strengthens me. “Him” is Jesus, of course. 
He is the secret. What do you learn from Paul in this passage both about contentment, and 
giving and receiving from others?

JULY 25 Philippians 4:14-23

JULY 26 2 Corinthians 8:1-15

JULY 27 2 Corinthians 8:16-24

JULY 28 2 Corinthians 9:1-8

JULY 29 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12

JULY 30 2 Timothy 3:10-17
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SUNDAY MORNING

9:30 am   
Asbury Students Center

9:30  & 11 am 8, 9:30 & 11 am 
Check asburytulsa.org/ 

communities for full listing

August 14 
All Three Services 
Kindergarten Bibles & Blessings 
is a yearly, special, one-of-a-
kind moment in Sunday worship 
services, yet transformative for 
an entire child’s life. 

An adored tradition, this 
presentation of Scripture is a 
lifelong investment to prepare 
your children for reading in 
general and to begin relying on 
God’s promise of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ. 

No registration needed. 

Bibles and  
Blessings 
CELEBRATION



July 29
Tulsa Drillers Game 

As the Tulsa Drillers game gets closer, tickets might become available 
because people’s plans change. If you would like to be placed on a 
waiting list for these tickets, please call the Asbury Main Office at 
918.492.1771 and let them know. The ticket value is $25 so if  
your plans do change, please make sure to return your ticket back  
to the Main Office. If you have any questions, please contact the  
Main Office at 918.492.1771. 

• The game begins at 7:05 pm.

• Pastor Tom will throw out the first pitch.

• Kylee Eden will sing the National Anthem.

• Dinner is included in the ticket and will be served from 6-8 pm  
 and include: grilled hamburgers, grilled hot dogs, baked beans,  
 potato salad, watermelon, potato chips and assorted cookies,  
 iced tea, water and lemonade.

• Fireworks at the end of the ball game.

• If you are riding the bus: The buses will load between 5:30 and  
 5:45 pm at the South Entrance of Asbury. They will depart 
 PROMPTLY at 5:45 pm. The buses will depart from the Greenwood 
 Gate as soon as the fireworks are over at the Drillers game to  
 return to Asbury.

TOM’S FAREWELL 

WEEKEND
Celebrating 29 Years with Pastor Tom Harrison
Enjoy Food, Laughter, Tears and Fun



July 31
Pastor Tom Celebration  | 10:30 am – 1:30 pm

• Celebrating Pastor Tom and Dana  
 in all three worship services –  
 8, 9:30 and 11 am

• Food trucks from 10:30 am – 1:30 pm – South Parking Lot.

• Possible food items: Philly cheesesteaks, corn dogs, fried pickles, 
 fried cheese sticks, Indian tacos and succotash, traditional Mexican, 
 candy store on wheels, BBQ chopped brisket, pulled pork, pulled 
 chicken, hot links and bologna, ice cream, pizza, burgers and cupcakes.

• Cash or credit card needed for food trucks.

• Inflatables: Bounce House, slide and more.

• Games: Soccer Darts, Axe Throwing and Archery Hoverball.

• Photo opportunities: Large cutouts of Pastor Tom through the years. 

• Tents, chairs and fans will be available in South Parking Lot to eat,  
 cool off and fellowship. Also, you are welcome to sit in the air    
 conditioning at the tables in the Main Foyer. 

Grand Opening of Asbury Development Center  | 12 pm

• At noon, Pastor Tom will walk over to  
 the Asbury Development Center for  
 the Ribbon  Cutting Ceremony.

• Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  
 at 12:15 pm.

• Tour through the new Asbury 
 Development Center.

• Partners include: Asbury  
 Theological Seminary,
 Blessings  to Share, Building All
 Children, Churchcraft Consulting,
 Circle of Care, Good Samaritan
 Health Services, Influencers Tulsa 
 and Restore Hope.



Sunday, August 7 starts an exciting chapter in Asbury’s history. Join 
us for ONE worship service at 10 am with our new pastor, Andrew 
Forrest. This will be a monumental and moving occasion for the  
whole congregation.

AsburyKids Early Childhood for infants 6 weeks to PreK will be open, 
however, the following will not be meeting:

• Discipleship Communities
• Asbury Students Programming
• AsburyKids Elementary Programming

CELEBRATING 
29 YEARS! 
We want to bless Pastor Tom and 
Dana Harrison for their years of 
service to Asbury.

asburytulsa.org/lovetom to give. 

Give $29, $290, $2,900. As long as it has a “2” and a “9,”  
have fun with it!

Please go to asburytulsa.org/lovetom and select the 
Honorariums and Memorials dropdown and write in 
the memo line, “Harrison Love Offering.” You can also 
follow the same instructions when scanning the QR code 
located on posters at all of the entrances. Please make 
checks out to Asbury Church then write in the memo 
line, “Harrison Love Offering.” It is very important to put 
“Harrison Love Offering” in the memo line.  

NOTE: This is not a tax-deductible donation.



High School Burgers,  
Bibles and Basketball
Tuesdays (through July 28), 11 am

Girls Summer Bible Study 
Tuesdays (through July 28), 11 am

Middle School Burgers,  
Bibles and Basketball
Thursdays (through July 28), 11 am

Night of Worship  
with Pastor Tom
July 27, 6:30 pm

Middle School Retreat
August 19-21

SUMMER EVENTS

On August 4 at 6 pm, we will be 
hosting a WELCOME event for 
the Forrest family. Come and 
get to know the family! You will 
have the opportunity to text in 
questions at the event. 

There will be ice cream 
available afterwards.

WELCOME EVENT

Come for dinner (pizza!) in the CLC on August 17  
from 5:30 - 6:30 pm.

Then join us in Mason Chapel at 6:30 pm for a special 
night of teaching with Asbury’s new senior pastor, 
Andrew Forrest.

SPECIAL WEDNESDAY  
NIGHT TEACHING



All are invited to join the Chapel 
Community, July 10 - 31, at 9:30 
am in Mason Chapel, for a special 
study, “How to Do Christian 
Community with No Curriculum.” 

You’ll learn practical ways to follow 
Jesus in your day-to-day life as you 
watch over one another in love.

The most important thing you can do every week is to 
attend worship, which is why we believe weekly church 
attendance is a keystone habit that will change your life. 
Going to miss a Sunday? Good news! 

The Thursday service is a full worship service, identical 
to Sunday; in terms of our preaching calendar, Thursdays 
precede Sundays, so Pastor Andrew will preach the same 
sermon on Thursday that he preaches on the subsequent 
Sunday. Don’t have time to change clothes between 
baseball practice or yardwork? Just come in whatever 
you’re already wearing—no excuses.

Thursday Night 
Worship Service

August 11  |  6 pm


