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Unlikely 
Canned Biscuits and an Unlikely King- Session #3 

Small Group Notes 
 
Introduction:  
 
In the sermon, Pastor Nick used the illustration of how canned biscuits do 
not compare to homemade biscuits, yet so often we are drawn to canned 
biscuits for convenience or cost. There we choose to be satisfied by 
something that is less than what is the best. 
 
What is something that you have chosen that you knew was less than 
the best and you found it unfulfilling? What were some of the excuses 
that you used in order to choose the “less than” item? 
 
How does choosing “less than” apply in our spiritual lives? What can 
our desires reveal about our heart condition? 
 
Discuss: 
 
1. Read 1 Samuel 8:1-9 
 

- The true King was rejected and a lesser substitute was desired. 
 

Explain: At the point we pick up this story, Samuel, who was a righteous 
judge, handed over leadership to his sons. After their appointment, his sons 
did not model his leadership and the people of Israel grumbled for a king 
like the other nations around them. Israel wanted what everyone else had. 
In wanting what the nations had, they exposed the sin in their hearts. God’s 
people were to be different and separate from all the nations of the earth. 
While nations had kings, God alone was Creator and ruler over Israel. The 
people of Israel rejected God as their King and demanded another. God 
would answer their request. 
 
Ask:  
What was wrong with Israel’s desire to have a king? Why do we want 
to be in charge of our own lives? 
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Describe a time when you rejected God’s rule because you thought 
you knew best. What happened as a result, and what finally opened 
your eyes to the problem? 
 
2. Read 1 Samuel 8:10-20 
 

- We have not been called to look like everybody else; we have been 
invited to reflect the True King. 

 
Explain: God listens to His people, and in this case, He gave them over to 
the sinful desires of their heart. When the people demanded a king, it was a 
rejection of all that God had called them to be. As in the past, the people of 
Israel were more interested in what they wanted in the moment than the 
place that God was leading them. 
 
Ask: 
What warnings did Samuel give the people of Israel about the king 
they sought? Why were the people willing to ignore these warnings? 
 
Why does God seem to “give in” to their request? What does this 
teach us about Him? When are you inclined to do something just to 
be “like everyone else”? What does that desire communicate to God? 
 
3.Read 1 Samuel 8:21-22 
 

- Lesser was allowed so it could be seen as less. 
 
Explain: Despite the solemn warning of Samuel, the people still refused to 
listen (v. 19). They demanded a king! They wanted to follow the crowd, to 
be like all the other nations (v. 20). They wanted a human king to judge 
them and to lead them into battle. Samuel repeated the words of the people 
before the Lord (v. 21). The Lord then agreed to give them a king (v. 22). In 
response, Samuel dismissed the elders and men to return to their towns. 
God would give them a king, but he would do it his way. 
 
Ask: 
How does this narrative teach us about contentment and trusting in 
God’s provision? Are there areas in your life that you feel 
discontentment towards God in?  
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All people are either pursuing the kingdom of God or the kingdom of 
this world. Which have you been living for? What needs to change? 
 
4. Read 1 Samuel 9:1-2; 10:1 
 

- “Less than” kings will always over promise and under deliver 
 
Explain: Saul was noted for both his family and his appearance. He was tall 
(taller than any of his people) and good looking. In fact, there was not a 
more handsome person than he among the children of Israel. 
Saul looked like a great king. If being king over Israel was all about image 
and appearances, Saul was the man — the king from central casting. 
 
Ask: 
Can you think of other things that look good on the outside and yet 
something on the inside is not as good? (Food, buildings, etc) How 
do we often believe the same way as the Israelites? 
 
What is the last lesson that you had to learn the hard way? How can 
this happen in our spiritual life? How does God use those hard 
lessons to teach us about Him? 
 
Group Prayer: 

• Local  
- Last Call 4 Grace Pray for those we minister to, to understand the truth of who Jesus 

is. 
• National  

- S.O.A.R. South Church New Jersey Pray for boldness to share the gospel and open 
hearts among the people to whom the missionary speaks.  

• International  
- MAPPILA MUSLIMS OF INDIA. South Asia is home to some of the poorest people in 

the world. Pray for access to medical care and the ultimate healing of their souls. 
 
Missions Activity:  

- Pantry Items for Greenhouse Ministries or Last Call for Grace 
- Fall Fest is October 30: Bring Candy and/or Register for Trunk 

or Treat 
 
 


