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Unlikely 
Unlikely Loss- Session #10 

Small Group Notes 
 
NOTE: In today’s discussion, we are looking at sexual abuse that happened in 
Scripture. There could be people in the group that have been the victim of physical or 
sexual abuse before. For them to discuss their previous experience can be healing or it 
can stir some past feelings that they may not desire to express. Be prepared to help 
guide people through this part of the discussion and if needed guide them to Biblical 
counseling as needed. 
 
Introduction:  
 
Question: This can be something that you do live or something that you want them to 
begin to talk through. 
 
For example: How do you respond when someone disappoints you? Why is it hard on 
us when it is someone that we are close to? 
 
Discuss: How to Lose it All 
 
1. Confuse Lust for Love 
 

- Read 2 Samuel 13:1-4 
- Lust is selfish; love is unselfish 
- Lust takes; love gives 
- Lust leaves us empty; love satisfies 
- Lust has no boundaries; love is protected 
- Lust objectifies; love recognizes (we are made in the image of God) 

 
Explain: Amnon, David’s oldest son, lusted after his half-sister. Tamar wasn’t flaunting 
her beauty; in fact, she is presented as a woman of modesty. Amnon thought Tamar 
was beautiful and fell in “love” with her. “Love” translates a word meaning “to have a 
strong emotional attachment.” Amnon’s desire for Tamar rested primarily in her physical 
appearance, so “lust” is a better description of his feelings. His desire contrasted 
sharply with her desire to remain a virgin. In the case of Amnon, we can see a pattern of 
sin very clearly. It’s the same pattern that we find in our lives. 
 
Ask:  
If you were to add to the lists of differences between lust and love what would 
you say? 
 
How have you seen there be confusion in the world today surrounding the 
difference in lust and love? 
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How can our confusion cause us to have a wrong perspective about sin? How 
does this story speak to all of our need for the gospel? 
 
2. Confuse forgiveness of sin with consequences of sin 
 

- Read 2 Samuel 13:11-19 
- Sexual consequences can be calamitous (1 Corinthians 6:18; 2 Samuel 12:10-

15) 
- Consequences are not God’s way to get back at us but a way to get us back 

 
Explain: In this narrative, we see how Amnon’s sin of unbridled lust caused impact to 
Tamar, his own sister. Tamar used a verbal form of “no” four different times in response 
to Amnon’s advances. But Amnon didn’t listen. What happened was the direct opposite 
of what sin’s tempting lure promised. Amnon ended up hating what he was convinced 
would make him happy and fulfilled. That is the cruelty of sin and the deception we fall 
into. But it’s also a reminder of how much we need Jesus. Only Jesus can satisfy our 
deepest longings. Sin is, in a sense, an attempt to satisfy ourselves when we were 
made to be satisfied by God. 
 
Ask: 
What was the immediate consequence of Amnon’s sin? What was the lasting 
impact of his sin? Why do we often fail to recognize the consequences of our sin 
before we act upon it? 
 
Why do we think that just because we are forgiven there should not be any 
consequences for our sin? How is this a harmful way to live, even as believers? 
 
How do we fall for the promise of fulfillment from the lure of sin?  
 
 
3. Fail to have a battle plan 
 

- If you don’t engage in battle, you will be a casualty of war 
- What does a battle plan look like: 

o Engage in Kingdom advancement (Romans 13:13-14) 
o Win the mind game (Philippians 4:8; 2 Corinthians 10:5) 
o Have a truth teller in your life (Proverbs 17:12) 
o Decide if you are going to be under the Word or over the Word! (2 Samuel 

12:9) 
o Be a soldier (1 Timothy 5:2) 

 
Explain: Most people, even Christians, fail to recognize the real spiritual forces at work 
in the world today. When we fail to recognize this, we might have the wrong target in our 
sights, and we might focus our fighting in the wrong direction. Because this battle is 
spiritual in nature, we must do battle with the spiritual weapons God has given to us. 
When we come together in the church, we remember not only that we are in a spiritual 
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war, but also that we are not alone. We encourage each other in the fight against the 
enemy, learning from each other about the tactics of warfare.  
 
Ask: 
Are you engaged in the battle today or choosing to live like it doesn’t exist? What 
are some ways you can become more aware of the battle around you? 
 
How does being with God’s people encourage you? How does it prepare you to 
go back out and fight the battle? 
 
What part of your battle plan do you need to improve? 
 
4. Fail to realize that silence is deadly 
 

- Read 2 Samuel 13:20-22 
- We must learn to break the silence regarding sin  

 
Explain: Amnon’s treatment of his half-sister shamed and embarrassed David and the 
entire royal family. However, neither David nor Absalom confronted Amnon about his 
evil actions. By failing to confront Amnon, Absalom and David allowed the conflict to 
worsen. Similarly, David’s apathy and silence seems strange from one who typically 
acted quickly and decisively. Perhaps he felt he couldn’t judge Amnon because of his 
own past sins, or maybe he was protecting his first born. David’s failure to act paved the 
way for greater tragedy. David lacked appropriate discipline as a father. 
 
Ask: 
Where did both Absalom and David fall short in their reaction to Amnon’s sin? 
Did it surprise you? How did David’s apathy cause turmoil in the family? 
 
What are ways that we can begin to break the silence regarding how we view and 
treat each other? 
 
Group Prayer Guide 

• Local  
- Green House Ministries Pray for God to send us more volunteers.  

• National  
- Mission HRM South Carolina Pray for the hearts and minds of the people of 

the HRM.  
• International  

- IRANIANS IN TURKEY Pray for Iranians to turn from Islam to Christianity. 
Suggested Group Mission Activity:  

- Bring coats or socks for local mission partners to hand out 
- Sign up to help with Bless a Child on December 9. 

 
 

 


