Called Up
Purity- Session #4
Small Group Notes

Introduction: 

What would you say is God’s will for your life right now? If you don’t know, what are ways that you are pursuing His will for your life?

Is there an area of your Christian walk that you feel encouraged to keep going in? Why do we struggle in receiving encouragement to keep growing? 

Is there an area that you need people to push you towards more? Why do we struggle to receive feedback that could help us?

Today we are going to see a time that Paul saw both areas within the church of Thessalonica that he wanted to encourage them to continue to model in how they were following Jesus. He also saw areas that they needed to keep pushing each other towards growth, particularly in the areas of pursuing to live in holiness.

Discuss:

1. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-2

Explain: Sanctification is our progress in holiness. When we come to faith, we are justified in Christ. Justification means that God has declared believers “just” and righteous because of the work of Christ on the cross. Sanctification is the process of becoming holy which the Holy Spirit superintends. This is why Paul said, “you have received instruction from us on how you should live and please God—as you are doing—do this even more” (vs. 1.). We are called to increasingly walk in holiness. 

In your own words, what is sanctification? Why do you think so many of us give more attention to God’s specific plans for us than we give to His general call to holiness in our lives?

What can it look like if we choose to reject pursuing holiness in our lives? What does it look like if we pursue it? 

Are there any gaps that exist currently between your desire to pursue holiness and actually doing so? How can these be closed?

2. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8

Explain: Paul most likely mentioned sexual immorality here because it is one of the greatest temptations that people face. The greater the gift that God gives us, perhaps the greater the temptation to misuse it. Paul told the Thessalonians that any sexual activity outside of marriage constitutes sexual immorality. This was a radical message in Paul’s day, and it has become so in our day as well.

Why do you think Paul tied our sanctification to our abstaining from sexual immorality?

Read verses 3-6 again. Notice the pattern of “that you should” statements (3 statements). What do each one of these commands show you about how to live with purity in our culture today?

Does it surprise you to see how Paul addressed some of the same issues then that we experience today? Why or why not? How does that help you to listen to Paul’s writings?

3. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12

Explain: Paul acknowledged and commended the Thessalonians for their exemplary treatment of other Christians. He urged them to continue this more and more. As we see in other parts of Scripture, it is God’s will that we love one another (Matt. 22:37-40; John 13:34-35.) However, word came to Paul that instead of working for themselves, some among them were living off the charity of wealthy Christians. To the watching Greco-Roman society, this would have been shameful and embarrassing and compromising to their witness.
To help them avoid this poor witness, Paul suggested believers live quiet lives, minding their own business and working hard. Paul was not suggesting that we remove ourselves from society or refuse to take a stand on important issues. Instead, he wanted us to understand that belonging to God and growing in holiness means that we think critically about what message our lives send to a watching world.

When we see that Paul was not dealing with the evil in the world but rather the conduct of the church, what do these verses teach you about your personal conduct and its impact?

How have we, in the church, been “loud” for the wrong reasons in our culture? From what you understand, what does “living a quiet life” not mean? What should it mean? 

Ultimately, we have work to do for the kingdom of God. Therefore, a part of doing God’s will is doing God’s work, which means we partner with Him in seeing His kingdom expanded. From today’s discussion, what is an area in your life that God may be calling you to work in? 

Spend some time in prayer as a group for an opportunity to see a way to expand God’s kingdom this next week.
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